
 

Holy Family Church 
129 Winthrop Street, Watertown, NY 13601 

Phone: 315-782-2468 
E-Mail: hfchurch@twcny.rr.com 

Website: www.holyfamilywatertown.org 

  December 8, 2019 

PASTOR:  Rev. John M. Demo 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Rev. Deepak Baru 
IN RESIDENCE:  Rev. Leo A. Wiley 
  Rev. Msgr. Paul E. Whitmore 
DEACONS:  Deacon Edward R. Miller Ret. 
  Deacon Michael J. Allan 
TRUSTEES: Mrs. Maureen Van Wormer 
  Mr. John Eisenhauer 
IHC SCHOOL BOARD: Mr. Anthony Burgess  
PARISH STAFF 
Pastoral Associates: Sr. Angelica Rebello, SCC 
  Patrick Bates 
Christian Formation Director: 
                       Sr. Angelica Rebello: SCC 315-782-6750 
R.C.I.A. Director:  Kathy Allan 315-785-8576 
Business Administrator:  Carol Brown 315-782-1190 
Secretary:  Judy Geng 
Organist:   

IMMACULATE HEART CENTRAL SCHOOL 
School Pastor:  
 Rev. Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin 315-629-4678 
School Principal: Mr. Daniel Charlebois 315-788-4670 
    Vice Principal (K-6): Mrs. Amy Mitchell 788-3935 
 

BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally scheduled on 
 Sunday. Parents must attend a class held on 
 the second Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
WEDDINGS: Arrangements should be made six 
 months In advance by calling for an  appointment 
 with a priest or deacon. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 Confession/Penance - Saturday 4-5 P.M. 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Upon Request - Please 
 call Fr. Demo if you are planning on having any 
 surgery and he will be happy to anoint you. 

Holy Family Church Welcomes Everyone 
No matter what your present status is in the Catholic Church; no matter your family or marital status; no matter where you are 
in the practice of faith; no matter what your self image may be; you are invited, welcomed and loved at Holy Family Church. 



Sunday December 8th SECOND SUNDAY OF  

 ADVENT 

  9:00 Jerry Tufo by Carrol and Family 

11:00 Ralph Van Wormer by His Family 

  5:15 People of the Parish 
 

Monday December 9th (Gn 3:9-15,20/Eph 1:3-6,11,-

12/Lk 1:26-38) 

 THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  9:00 For the Intentions of Mark Fernandes by 

Sr. Angelica Rebello 
 

Tuesday December 10th (Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14) 

  9:00 Mary Edger by Eillen Coffey 

10:00 Frances McGowan and Deceased Members 

of the McGowan Family by the Estate of 

Frances McGowan 
 

Wednesday  December 11th (Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30) 

 Saint Damasus I, Pope 

  9:00 Betty Oakes and the Fleetham Family by 

the Estate of Elizabeth Oakes 
 

Thursday December 12th (Zec 2:14-17/Lk 1:26-38 

or Lk 1:39-47) 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
  9:00 Patricia Guga by Lynn Mac Nay  
 

Friday December 13th (Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19) 

 Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
9:00 For the Intentions of Bill and Florence 

Heldt 
 

Saturday December 14th (Sir 48:1-4,9-11/Mt 17:9a, 

10-13) 

 Saint John of the Cross, Priest and  

 Doctor of the Church 
  9:00 All Souls 

 Ant. Mass Third Sunday of Advent 
  5:15 Gary Grant by Mary Booth and Family 
 

Sunday December 15th Third Sunday Of  

 Advent 

  9:00 Patricia Tufo Tower by Her Brother Jerry 

Joseph Tufo and Family 

11:00 Francis Musick by Jim and Katie Wessner 

  5:15 People of the Parish 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS – Monday, 12:30PM-

4:00PM; Tuesday–Thursday, 9:00AM-4:00PM, closed for 

lunch noon-12:30PM; Friday, 9:00AM-1:00PM. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
 

Sunday: December 8th 

Second Collection Religious Retirement 

Blood Pressure Screening after Masses (Gathering Area) 

10:00AM Religious Education for Grades K-8 

     (Greystone Building) 

10:00AM Coffee Hour (Gathering Area) 

11:00AM Confirmation Year I 
 

Monday: December 9th 

  9:30AM Holy Hour For Vocations (Church) 

  7:00PM Baptismal Preparation Class (McGivney Hall) 
 

Tuesday: December 10th 

  9:30AM Holy Hour For Vocations (Church) 

10:00AM Mass (Samaritan Summit Village) 

  6:00PM IMPACT Youth Group for 6-12 grades 

    (Greystone Building) 
 

Wednesday: December 11th 

  9:30AM Holy Hour For Vocations (Church) 

10:00AM Legion of Mary (McGivney Hall) 

  5:00PM Dollar Dinner (St. Patrick’s School) 
 

Thursday: December 12th 
  9:30AM Holy Hour For Vocations (Church) 

  7:00PM Catholicism Series 5 Peter, Paul and the  

    Missionary Adventure 

                (Dostie Hall at Sacred Heart Church) 

     Hosted by Holy Family Evangelization Team 
 

Friday: December 13th 

  9:30AM Holy Hour For Vocations (Church) 
 

Saturday: December 14th 

  9:30AM Holy Hour sponsored by local KofC (Church)   

     Everyone is welcome. 

   4:45PM Praying the Rosary (Church) 
 

INQUIRY If you are interested in the Catholic Faith or 

know of someone who is, please contact our R.C.I.A.  

Director Kathy Allan at 315-785-8576 for an appointment. 

     Nolan Brian Horton 

     Ivy Pauline Horton 

     Graham Charles Horton 

     Wesley Paul Horton 

DECEMBER 8 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Readings: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12  

Repent, the Kingdom of God is at hand…why did people in  

today's Gospel go out to see John the Baptist in the desert? He 

warns the people to be prepared, and he challenges the Pharisees 

who presume to be in standing with God. He warns us as well. 

Our waiting for Christ is not to be a passive hanging around. 

Rather we need to repent, turn around, and make changes in our 

life. If John the Baptist were addressing us today (and he is!), 

what changes would he call us to make? What is keeping us from 

meeting Christ when he comes? At the same time, how can we 

be like John the Baptist today? Can we clear a path for others to 

come to meet Jesus this week? Can we show others the way? 



ACTIVITIES AHEAD IN OUR PARISH 
 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN The Knights of Columbus 

will be at the doors of the Church after Masses the week-

end of December 14th and 15th collecting for our 

Seminarians. 
 

CONFIRMATION YEAR II will be December 15th 

(Basket Spirit).  
 

THE IMMACULATE HEART CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MYSTERY PLAYERS will present an unforgettable  

experience in our parish on Sunday, December 22nd at 

7:15PM. Through the use of special lighting, pantomime 

and liturgical readings, this group of high school seniors 

and adults present a moving, dramatic medication that 

promises to be the highlight of our Advent Season! 

A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH 
Bishop Robert Barron 

 

     In his magnificent vision, featured in the first reading 

for this first Sunday of Advent, the Prophet Isaiah sees the 

mountain of the Lord’s house raised above all the  

surrounding hills and heights. The house, of course, is the 

holy temple, and the mountain that the prophet sees is Zion. 

In a way, the entire theology and spirituality of the Bible is 

in this vision, for the principal purpose of human life, on 

the Scriptural reading, is to give right praise to God. 

     Whenever God is given highest value, order is estab-

lished both within the worshiper and in the society that sur-

rounds him or her. The great liturgical prayer; the Gloria, 

expresses this admirably: “Glory to God in the highest and 

on earth peace to people of good will.” Think of that as 

something of a spiritual formula: peace, integrity, right  

order follow from right worship. Consequently, trouble 

comes from incorrectly directed praise, that is to say, from 

considering something or someone other than God as  

absolute. When wealth, or privilege, or ego, or country, or 

power becomes the central preoccupation of one’s life,  

disintegration follows, as surely as night follows day. 

     And this is precisely why the Prophet Isaiah exults in 

seeing the whole world come to Mount Zion. Don’t inter-

pret this as a sort of narrow nationalism or ethnic  

triumphalism. It is simply spiritual physics: from  

worshiping the true God comes peace. And this is further-

more why the visionary can conclude: “They [who have 

climbed the holy mountain] shall beat their swords into 

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” If you 

want peace, get your worship rightly ordered. 

Second Sunday of Advent December 8th 

John the Baptizer made ready the way of the Lord. Who 

will make ready the way today? If God is calling you, talk 

to Fr. John Demo at 315-782-2468 or 

hfchurch@twcny.rr.com or Fr. Christopher Carrara at  

315 393-2920, ext. 1340/ ccarrara@rcdony.org or  

Cathy Russell, the Diocesan Vocation Coordinator at  

315-393-2920, ext. 1450/crussell@rcdony.org. See us at 

www.myvocation.net. 

ACTIVITIES AHEAD IN OUR SCHOOLS 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT at IHC Elementary School, 

Wednesday December 11th at 6:00PM. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT at IHC Jr./Sr. High School, 

Tuesday, December 17th at 9:30AM and 7:00PM. 

Hymn of the Week 
 

Creator of the stars of night, 
Your peoples’ everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 

We pray you hear us when we call. 
 

In sorrow that the ancient curse 
Should doom to death a universe, 
You came, O Savior, to set free 
Your own in glorious liberty. 

 

Come, Sun and Savior, to embrace 
Our gloomy world, it’s weary race, 

As groom to bride, as bride to groom: 
The wedding chamber, Mary’s womb. 

 

At your great Name, O Jesus, now 
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 

All things on earth with one accord, 
Like those in heav’n shall call you Lord. 

 

Come in your holy might, we pray 
Redeem us for eternal day; 

Defend us while we dwell below, 
From all assaults of our dread foe. 

 

8th Century Advent Hymn 

WATERTOWN URBAN MISSION 
 

Please help those less fortunate to stay warm this season by 

dropping off donations of new or slightly used coats, gloves, 

mittens, hats, scarves and other cold weather apparel in the  

donation boxes in the church.  We will deliver all the items to 

the Watertown Urban Mission. Thank you for your kindness and 

support to help keep everyone warm and comfortable this winter. 

THE DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG’S RETIREMENT 

PLAN FOR PRIESTS has long been supported by parish 

contributions from its annual Christmas Collection.  

Currently 33 retired priests and 12 active priests age 70 and 

older are expected to receive pension benefits of $900,000 

in 2019-2020. Also 100% of the cost of health insurance 

premiums for retired priests estimated at $220,000 this  

Fiscal year is paid by the Plan. Your generous contribution 

not only supports current retirees but will also help provide 

for the retirement needs of priest who will retire in the  

future. Say thank you to your pastor and all priests of the 

diocese through a generous contribution to our Christmas 

collection. 

mailto:ccarrara@rcdony.org
mailto:crussell@rcdony.org
http://www.myvocation.net


From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

     Bishop Barron’s Catholicism Series will continue on 

Thursday night, December 12th at 7:00PM in Dostie Hall. 

The topic will be “Saints Peter and Paul and the Missionary 

Adventure.” There are 5 more 60 minute videos in the  

series which will be scheduled for Thursdays in January 

and February. All are welcome to attend. 
 

     We have been able to provide the Urban Mission with 

several winter clothing items due to your generosity and 

kindness. Thank you, also, for your participation in the 

Giving Tree Project last weekend helping make Christmas 

special for a number of children and families. 
 

     I am looking forward to hearing the voices of our boys 

and girls at the upcoming school concerts around the city. 

Nothing more beautiful than the sights and sounds of this 

time of year! 
 

     Next Saturday, December 14th, there will be a Holy 

Hour after the 9:00AM Mass at Holy Family sponsored by 

the local KofC and open to the public from 9:30-10:30AM. 
 

     A reminder to mark your calendars for the City Wide 

Penance Service at Sacred Heart Church on Sunday,  

December 22nd at 1:00PM. Also, that same day, 12/22, the 

IHC Mystery Players will be at Holy Family for an Advent 

Service at 7:15PM. 

 

Scripture and Meditation 
 

“There is no Holy One like the Lord; there is no Rock like 

our God.”            (1 Sm 2:2) 

The storms that threaten are not those that blow from 

mountain or sea but those that blow from human doubts, 

human fears, human violence, whether from within or from 

without. Even as we await the coming of Christ in fullness, 

we put our trust in the present help found in his Word as 

we read, study, and pray it. 
 

 (Magnificat, December 2019) 
     Fr. Mickey 

OUR TITHING PARISH 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

  This Year $     8,928.00 

  Last Year $     6,379.00 

  Youth  $          11.00 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

  This Year $     7,350.65 

  Last Year $     9,354.00 

  Youth  $          25.65 

Pennies From Heaven (Nov.) $        312.76 

Urban Mission for November 

  Food Items      139 

  Critical Needs        91 

  Winter Clothing     132 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

 
Saint Damasus I, Pope (t384) Feast Day is celebrated on  

December 11th. As pope, he commissioned his secretary, 

St. Jerome, to revise the Latin Bible in use at that time by  

translating the Old Testament from the Hebrew rather than 

the Greek version. The Vulgate remained the standard  

Latin translation until 1979. Damasus presided over the 

Council of Rome, at which the canon of Scripture, or  

recognized books in the bible, was set. He fought to  

counteract Apollinarianism, an overcorrection to Arianism 

that de-emphasized Christ’s humanity. He is also known 

for the verses he composed to adorn the tombs of the  

martyrs in Rome. 

 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the 

Church (1542-1591) whose Feast Day we celebrate on 

December 14th, grew up near Avila in poverty. His  

father died when he was young, and his widowed mother  

struggled to support the family. Shortly after his ordination 

in 1567, he met Teresa of Avila and was drawn into her 

reform of the Carmelites. The reform set Carmelite brother 

against brother, and John was imprisoned  but used the 

time to write the Spiritual Canticle. For this, and for his 

other great work, Dark Night of the Soul, he is considered 

one of the greatest poets to write in Spanish. 

Advent 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of  

preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the 

First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is  

remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance 

of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s 

Second Coming at the end of time. For these two reasons, 

Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight. 
                 (Norms, 39) 
 

The Meaning of the Season 
 

The great spiritual writer Thomas Merton once wrote that 

“the Advent mystery is the beginning of the end of all, in 

us, that is not yet Christ” (Seasons of Celebration:  

Meditations on the Cycle of Liturgical Feasts, p. 95). As 

the new liturgical year begins, Christians are invited, once 

again, to examine their lives and reflect on how they might 

become more and more Christ-like and selfless. This  

presents a great challenge in our somewhat narcissistic  

society that encourages us to take care of ourselves first. 

The Gospel challenges us to reach out to others to be Christ 

to the world. 



Advent Silence 
          Fr. James Martin, SJ 
 

Life during Advent can be busy, filled with the stress of shopping, traveling and planning. How can one find some 
silence? By doing what Jesus often did during his public ministry—”withdrawing” from the noise and crowds. 
Give yourself time this Advent and spend it alone with the beautiful readings of Advent. Pick up your Bible and 
listen to the poetic language of Isaiah about the coming of the Messiah. Listen to the Gospels, as they recount 
the story of Jesus’ coming into the world. Take a single word or phrase and ponder it with the Spirit’s help. This 
year give yourself the Advent gift of silence and prayer. 



GIVING TREE GIFTS Thank you to 

everyone who took an Angel or  

Ornament off the tree. If you haven’t  

returned your unwrapped gift with the 

Angel tag for Catholic Charities or your  

unwrapped Gift Card with the Ornament 

for the Children’s Home to the Rectory, 

please do so as soon as possible. The organizations will 

be picking them up December 10th. 

CHRSTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 

Holy Family Church 
 

 December 24th   4:00, 7:00 and 11:00PM 

 December 25th   9:00AM 

A Meal Prayer For Advent    (The Book of Blessings) 
 

     All powerful God, look kindly on us, bless this table, 

and unite us to all people everywhere who wait for the 

coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen 


