
 

Holy Family Church 
129 Winthrop Street, Watertown, NY 13601 

Phone: 315-782-2468 
E-Mail: hfchurch@twcny.rr.com 

Website: www.holyfamilywatertown.org 

  May 24, 2020 

PASTOR:  Rev. John M. Demo 
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Rev. Deepak Baru 
IN RESIDENCE:  Rev. Leo A. Wiley 
  Rev. Msgr. Paul E. Whitmore 
DEACONS:  Deacon Edward R. Miller Ret. 
  Deacon Michael J. Allan 
TRUSTEES: Mrs. Jennifer Draper 
  Mr. John Eisenhauer 
IHC SCHOOL BOARD: Mr. Anthony Burgess  
PARISH STAFF 
Pastoral Associates: Sr. Angelica Rebello, SCC 
  Patrick Bates 
Christian Formation Director: 
                       Sr. Angelica Rebello: SCC 315-782-6750 
R.C.I.A. Director:  Kathy Allan 315-785-8576 
Business Administrator:  Carol Brown 315-782-1190 
Secretary:  Judy Geng 
Pastoral Council         Maureen VanWormer and Gary West  

IMMACULATE HEART CENTRAL SCHOOL 
School Pastor:  
 Rev. Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin 315-629-4678 
School Principal: Mr. Daniel Charlebois 315-788-4670 
    Vice Principal (K-6): Mrs. Amy Mitchell 788-3935 
 

BAPTISM: Baptisms are generally scheduled on 
 Sunday. Parents must attend a class held on 
 the second Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
WEDDINGS: Arrangements should be made six 
 months In advance by calling for an  appointment 
 with a priest or deacon. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 Confession/Penance - Saturday 4-5 P.M. 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Upon Request - Please 
 call Fr. Demo if you are planning on having any 
 surgery and he will be happy to anoint you. 

Holy Family Church Welcomes Everyone 
No matter what your present status is in the Catholic Church; no matter your family or marital status; no matter where you are 
in the practice of faith; no matter what your self image may be; you are invited, welcomed and loved at Holy Family Church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday MAY 24th SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 

 Keith Robbins by Mary Jean and Family 

 Mary Sweeney Petroske by Margaret Cook 
 

Monday May 25th (Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33) 

 Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and  

 Doctor of the Church; Saint Gregory 

VII, Pope; Saint Mary Magdalene de’ 

Pazzi, Virgin 

 Paul R. Haley, Elizabeth Joynt Haley and 

Deceased Family Members by the Estate 

of Elizabeth J. Haley 

 All Souls 
 

Tuesday May 26th (Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a) 

 Saint Philip Neri, Priest 

 Magdalena DeJesus by The Estepa Family 

 All Souls 
 

Wednesday  May 27th (Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19) 

 Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
 Frances McGowan and Deceased  

 Members of the McGowan Family by the 

 Estate of Frances McGowan 

 All Souls 
 

Thursday May 28th (Acts 22:30, 23:6-11/ 

 Jn 17:20-26) 

 Grace Squicciarini by Patty, Joseph,  

 Ann Marie and Lucy 

 All Souls 
 

Friday May 29th (Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19) 

 Betty Oakes and The Fleetham Family by 

The Estate of Elizabeth Oakes 

 All Souls 
  

Saturday May 30th Pentecost Sunday  

 Barbara Cook by Her Family 
 

Sunday May 31st PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 Kevin Shepard by Beverly Shepard 

 Jacqueline Gemayel by Mike and Judy 

Geng 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  

UNTIL JUNE 1, 2020 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

9:00am-4:00pm 

Church will be opened  

7 days a week from 10AM-4PM for  

INDIVIDUAL PRAYER  
 

As you are aware of Masses being suspended 

in our Diocese, below please find sites you can 

live-stream Mass, within the Diocese of  

Ogdensburg. 
 

Internet Streaming (The Daily Mass) 
 St. Anthony's Church, Watertown  

      https://catholicwatertown.org/ 

 St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg live at 8am  

      Sunday https://www.rcdony.org/livemass 

 St. Augustine's Church, Peru live at 9:30am https://

www.facebook.com/StAugustinesChurchPeruNY/ 

 Catholic Mass is broadcast on TV Station WGN Cable 

channel 12 @ 8AM 

 Word on Fire Daily Mass from Bishop  

     Barron's Chapel  

     https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

MAY 24th SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Readings: Acts 1:12-14/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a  
 
Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, 
the one true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 
Christ. At the end of his earthly life, Jesus prays for 
us. He desires one thing – that all will come to know 
him and be in relationship with him. Do you know 
Christ? Do you meet him in prayer, hear him through 
scripture, see him reflected in the people you  
encounter? Do you receive him in the Eucharist and 
come to know his love, mercy and grace through the 
Sacraments? Then pray for the Holy Spirit to come 
and for the opportunity to share his love with those 
who have yet to come to know him. 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

 Acts of the Apostles    2:1-11 

 Psalm                       104:1, 24, 29-31, 34 

 1 Corinthians            12:3b-7,12-13 

 John                           20:19-23 
 

All of us have been baptized into one and the same 

Spirit (2). That same Spirit, the Advocate, was given as 

gift to the disciples (1) to strengthen them to go forth in 

the name of the Lord (3), “to renew the face of the 

earth” (Ps). 

 

The Rectory will be closed 
Monday, May 25th, in  
observance of Memorial 
Day. Stay Safe. 

https://catholicwatertown.org/
https://www.rcdony.org/livemass
https://www.facebook.com/StAugustinesChurchPeruNY/
https://www.facebook.com/StAugustinesChurchPeruNY/
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/


Prayer for Easter Season 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Hearts to heaven and voices raise. 

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

Sing to God a hymn of praise. 

He who on the cross a victim 

for the world’s Salvation bled, 

Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 

now is risen from the dead. 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

Death at last has met defeat. 

See the ancient powers of evil 

In confusion and retreat. 

Once he died and once was buried; 

Now he lives forever more -  

Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, 

Whom we worship and adore.   Amen 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

MASCOT WISDOM 
 

It’s true that we don’t know what 
we’ve got until it’s gone. 
But it’s also true that we don’t 
know what we’ve been missing  
until it arrives. 

Hymn of the Week 
(This hymn can be sung to the tune used for  

O Sons and Daughters) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

When Thomas first the tidings heard, 
How they had seen the Risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. 
Alleluia. 

 

“My pierced side, O Thomas, see; 
My hands, my feet I show to thee; 

Not faithless, but believing be.” 
Alleluia. 

 

No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“Thou art my Lord and God,” he cried. 
Alleluia. 

 

How blest are they who have not seen, 
And yet whose faith has constant been 

For they eternal life shall win. 
Alleluia. 

Thoughts in May on Mary: 
The Basilica of Dormition (“sleeping”) on Mt. Zion and the 
Church of the Tomb near Gethsemane are two beloved Marian 
shrines in the Holy Land. The Scriptures record that Jesus gave 
his mother into John’s keeping, and tradition has it that he took 
her to Ephesus. At the end of her life, the apostles helped John in 
preparing her tomb—a temporary place for all of us, much 
more so for her as things happened. Today, after crossing the 
Kidron Brook at the foot of Mt. Olivet, the Church of the Tomb is 
the first monument one finds. Shared since 1757 by Greeks,  
Armenians, Syrians, Copts and Abyssinians, it is venerated as a 

holy place also by Muslins, who have long honored Mary. 

“Mary treasured all 

these things and  

reflected on them in her 

heart.” 
 

-Luke 2:19 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 

     The Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a  

relatively new Church feast. In the 17th Century, saints 

such as Saint John Eudes (a French missionary known for 

his devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus) promoted  

devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary throughout 

France. Several popes allowed churches to celebrate what 

became known as the Feast of the Pure Heart of Mary, but 

it was not a worldwide feast. 

     During World War II, Pope Pius XII placed the world 

under the protection of the Blessed Mother in 1942 on the 

occasion of the 25th Anniversary of Mary’s appearances in 

Fatima. Two years later, he decreed that the Universal 

Church would begin celebrating the feast of the  

Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

     Today the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is  

celebrated on the Saturday after the feast of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus. 

Miraculous Medal 
     Zoe Laboure (better known by her religious name, 
“Catherine”) was born May 2, 1806 in Burgundy France. 
When she was nine, her mother died. Kneeling before a 
picture of the Blessed Mother, the grief-stricken little girl 
prayed, “Now, dear Blessed Mother, you will be my  
mother.” At 24, Catherine decided to join the Sisters of 
Charity and work with the sick. As a young novice in  
Paris, she began to experience visions of the Blessed 
Mother. In one of these, Mary asked her to have a medal 
made showing Mary’s picture and the words, “O Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee.” Catherine kept this vision to herself, telling only 
her spiritual director. It was through him, that devotion 
to what became known as the “Miraculous Medal” quickly 
spread. Through all this, Catherine stayed in the  
background. Only when she was near death in 1876, did 
Catherine reveal her 45 year old secret and confide to her 
superior the role she had in bringing into existence the 
devotion to the Miraculous Medal. 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

    In observance of Memorial Day, I encourage you to offer 

the Rosary for the safety and well-being of our service 

women and men. We give thanks today for those who gave 

their lives in service to our country and helped establish 

and sustain the freedoms we have come to enjoy. 

    In this month devoted to our Blessed Mother, Mary, I 

continue to entrust all of you to her care under the title 

Mother of the Church. Myself and the staff firmly believe 

that Mary will assist us in getting the Church ready to  

resume public worship. I invite you this week to reflect on 
 

THE SEVEN WORDS OF MARY 
(Catechism of Catholic Church #2618) 

 

The Scriptures record Mary speaking seven times: 

   1) “How can this be, since I am a Virgin?” (Luke 1:34 

        Response to the Annunciation) 
 

   2) “Here am I, the servant of the Lord, let it be with me 

        according to your word.” (Luke 1:38 acceptance of 

        her vocation) 
 

   3) “[Mary] entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

        Elizabeth” (Luke 1:40 The Visitation: Mary the Christ 

        -bearer and guest) 
 

   4) “My soul magnifies the Lord…” (Luke 1:46 joyful 

        reflection on God’s fidelity, the Magnificat) 
 

   5) “Child, why have you treated us like this?” (Luke 2:48 

        -the finding of the child Jesus in the Temple) 
 

   6) “They have no wine.” (John 2:3-her intercession on 

        behalf of the Cana wedding hosts) 
 

   7) “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2:5-her instruction 

        to the waiters at the Cana wedding feast) 

 
Scripture and Reflection 
     

Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and 

do not be unbelieving, but believe.”       (cf. Jn 20:27) 
 

In the risen Christ, wounded and glorified, we see all our 

hopes realized. In him all the wounds of our hearts, minds 

and bodies are transformed into his holiness. The sorrow 

and pain of our lives are made the source of our  

sanctification and joy. 
 

    Fr. Mickey 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR OFFERTORY SUPPORT 
 

With all of us being unable to celebrate physically together 

at Mass now for two months, Pastors continue to express 

their gratitude from the continued support of parishioners 

throughout the Diocese. Parishioners have continued to 

contribute their weekly offertory gifts through the mail, 

personal delivery to the rectory or on-line (for those who 

are set up accordingly). realizing this weekly support of 

their parishes is the primary source of funding the day- 

to-day operations of the parishes which continue during 

these social distancing efforts. Seasonal residents who feel 

they may not be able to make it to the North County this 

year with the current environment have also been sending 

in support. Your continued generous support is very much 

appreciated by Bishop LaValley, your pastors and the  

Development Office. 

OUR TITHING PARISH 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 

  This Year      $    4,005.00 

             (No Public Masses 

          Coronavirus) 

  Last Year      $    6,213.00 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

PSALM OF THE WEEK 
 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge. 
Let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice, set me free, 
hear me and speedily rescue me. 
 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 
a mighty stronghold to save me, 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. 
 

Release me from the snares they have hidden 
for you are my refuge, Lord. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
It is you who will redeem, me, Lord. 
 

O God of truth, you detest 
those who worship false and empty gods. 
As for me, I trust in the Lord: 
let me be glad and rejoice in your love. 
 

     Psalm 31:2-8 

Please support Catholic Home Missions Appeal! 
Because they cannot fund essential pastoral work, 
over 40% of dioceses in the United States are  
considered mission territory. Your generous donation 
helps build vibrant faith communities here in the  
United States by supporting programs like religious 
education, seminary formation, and lay ministry  
training. Find more information at  
www.usccb.org/home-missions. 

The current plan for returning to public Masses is  

tentatively scheduled for June 26th. 

Each church is being asked to develop a plan to minimize 

the risk of anyone contracting the Corona Virus while in 

church. 

The plan will have to include protocols for distribution of 

Holy Communion, seating arrangements, supplies of hand 

sanitizer, masks, and cleaning plans. 

We will need volunteers to assist us in implementing the 

protocols that will allow us to have public Mass again!!  

http://www.usccb.org/home-missions


Scripture Insights 

           Week of May 24-30                             (LTP Sourcebook 2020) 

 

24 May, Seventh Sunday of Easter 

The readings for this Sunday focus on PRAYER: that of the earliest Christians and the prayer of Jesus. 

Today’s Gospel reading is an excerpt from Jesus’ final prayer in the farewell discourse. He prays for both himself and his 

disciples. In each prayer, the intimacy between Jesus, the Son, and God the Father is prominent. As he draws his farewell 

discourse to a close, Jesus is mindful that “his hour has come” (John 12:23). In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes numerous 

references to his “coming hour” (John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23). With the farewell discourse, it becomes clear that the “hour” 

points to his glorious death and Resurrection, when the eternal word made flesh returns to his Father.  

Reflect on the importance of praying, and especially praying with others at times of loss, hardship or change. 

 

25 May, Easter Weekday with optional Memorials 

Baptism makes us members of Christ’s Church. We are baptized in the Lord’s name, using the Trinitarian Formula: in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

26 May Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 

We belong to Christ; as God’s creation, we have been made in God’s own image and likeness. We are his and make our 

lives, our vocations conform to the divine will as we live out Christ’s teaching. 

 

27 May Easter Weekday with Optional Memorial 

In modern America, people frequently think of blessings as success or wealth. Scripture tells us that blessings occur when 

we are the ones who give to others. In our daily lives, our focus should be on giving rather than receiving. 

 

28 May Easter Weekday 

Through Christ, God the Father is made known to us, and we are drawn into relationship with our Trinitarian God. We  

belong to God and find our identity in God. 

 

29 May Easter Weekday 

Christ called the Apostles and subsequently the bishops, to feed and tend his flock. The faithful are the flock of the Lord, 

and the bishops are called to minister to Christ’s people. The faithful’s response to Christ’s love is to be like Christ to one 

another. 

 

30 May Easter Weekday 

Paul and the members of the early church faced grave persecution. Paul was a voice that helped the ancient Jewish people 

see how Jesus was the promised Christ, the Messiah prophesied from the most ancient days. 

MAY 24, 2020 
“They received the Holy Spirit." The Blessed Virgin 
Mary intercedes for your faithfulness to the vocation 
to which the Spirit is leading you. Do you think God 
may be offering you the grace of serving Him and His 
people as a priest or in the consecrated life? Call  
Fr. John Demo at 315-782-2468 or email 
hfchurch@twcny.rr.com or contact Fr. Christopher 
Carrara, Vocation Director, ccarrara@rcdony.org or 
Cathy Russell, Vocation Coordinator,  
crussell@rcdony.org. Visit us at myvocation.net. 

Blessing for the Table 
 

Loving Father, you bless us in many ways, especially 
with the love of the Mother of your Son. United in a 
special way with Mary, our souls magnify you. We 
thank you for this meal and ask your Blessing upon all 
who hunger and thirst this day.  
Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

mailto:carrara@rcdony.org
mailto:crussell@rcdony.org


SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Bede the Venerable Feast Day is celebrated May 25th. The Venerable Bede (673-735), an English  

Benedictine monk, wrote The Ecclesiastical History of the English People, which was his most famous work. 

This became in invaluable resource for later historians, and of many works of biblical commentary. St. Bede 

spent his entire adult life a cloistered monk, the light of this “candle of the Church,” as St. Boniface called him, 

shed light on Scripture for men and women across England and Germany. Unlike historians who came before 

him, he did careful research and cited his references. 

 

Saint Gregory VII, Pope (c. 1021-1085) whose Feast Day is celebrated May 25th, was a reformer pope 

best know for his disputes with the Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV and often with his own bishops in his 

relentless drive for reform in the Church. He fought to prevent the appointment of Church officials by  

secular authorities and accepted the division and exile he suffered as the present price of the unity and purity 

he desired for his beloved Church. He died saying, “I have loved justice and hated iniquity; therefore, I die 

in exile.” 

 

Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin (1566-1607) whose Feast Day is celebrated May 25th, was 

the daughter of a prominent family in Florence. She developed a love of prayer at an early age and  

began having mystical experiences. Her parents sent her to be educated in a convent but brought her 

home when they decided she should marry. Fortunately, Mary persuaded them that she had a vocation 

to be a Carmelite and they allowed her to return. She learned to mystically unite her own mental and 

physical sufferings with Christ’s passion, and taught the novitiates in her care to seek Christ in all  

circumstances. Her life was marked by prayer, penance, devotion to the Eucharist, and love for the poor. 

 

Saint Philip Neri, Priest whose Feast Day is celebrated May 26th, was a confessor and spiritual  

director. He tried to free others from fear so they could live as God’s chosen ones. Through study,  

prayer, sharing and music, he invited others to union with Christ and one another through love. 

 

 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop whose Feast Day is celebrated May 27th, was the first Bishop of 

Canterbury and the founder of the church in England, following a commission from Pope St. Gregory the 

Great. Augustine sought permission from King Ethelbert to evangelize in the South of England and sought 

to draw people to the light of Christ through the message of salvation for all, while affirming all that was 

good in their own traditions. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP:  

During this month of May Bishop LaValley consecrated our Diocese to St. Joseph and re-consecrated our Dio-

cese to Mary. We are reminded that “Mary, the Mother who cared for Jesus, now cares with maternal affection 

and pain for the wounded world. At her side in the Holy Family of Nazareth, stands the figure of St. Joseph. He 

too can teach us how to show care; he can inspire us to work with generosity and tenderness in protecting this 

world which God has entrusted to us." (Laudato Si, Para. # 241-242) Let us ask Jesus, Mary and Joseph to be 

with us and guide us to bring a healing touch to the world today. 

Due to the recent changes of  
personnel at the hospital, we 
may not be informed of a  
Parishioner being admitted to 
the hospital. We encourage you 
to contact the Parish Office at 

315-782-2468 if you have a loved one at the  
hospital, so we can keep them in our prayers. 

REMINDER: You are encouraged to check the  
Diocesan website for updates Covid-19.  
https://www.rcdony.org/covid-19 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN MEN’S RETREAT: A weekend 

with the “Apostle of Common Sense,” G.K. Chesterton 

Where/when: The Lodge at Guggenheim Center in Saranac 

Lake Friday, June 5 - Sunday, June 7. $100 includes 

meals/lodging. Registration to begin in mid-May. Contact 

John Miner 518-354-0727 or jdminer@roadrunner.com for 

details 

THIS WEEK 
 

5/24    World Communication Day 

5/25    National Missing Children’s Day 

5/29    The Jewish Festival of Weeks 

           International Day of United Nations Peace Keepers 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.rcdony.org/covid-19
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=jdminer@roadrunner.com

